Lack of microsatellite instability in squamous cell vulvar carcinoma.
Mutator phenotypes with microsatellite instability (MSI) are observed in a subset of solid tumors. The objective of our study was to investigate the occurrence of MSI in vulvar squamous cell carcinoma (VSCC) and a possible relation between MSI and the presence of human papilloma virus (HPV). DNA samples from 44 tissue specimens of the primary VSCC as well as from six metastatic lymph node samples were analysed and compared with matched reference DNA from blood samples. The MSI status was examined by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) using the Bethesda panel of five microsatellite markers. PCR products were analysed by fluorescent capillary electrophoresis. No microsatellite instability was detected in tumor samples or in metastatic lymph nodes from any of the VSCC patients examined. Microsatellite instability seems not to play a major role in the carcinogenesis of VSCC and is probably not associated with the HPV-related genetic background of this neoplasm.